           Cleveland Individual Championship 2009- 2010
In accordance with the remit given to me by the rules of the competition I decided that the format should be one Swiss tournament embodying both the Open and Minor Championships. I did this because in recent years the numbers of entries have been such that 6th- 7th round pairings have been difficult leading to big differences between the scores of players having to be paired.

At the start we had 34 entries but lost two as rounds progressed due to health and family reasons.

The competition has run smoothly with very little for me to sort out and that’s down to the players who really helped capture the spirit of competitive but friendly chess. I thank all the players for making my job an easy one.
In each round I made reference to the ECF arbiter associations web site to make sure the pairings where in line with established practice. I sent the pairings for the 7th and final round to the ECF’s Senior International arbiter for him to make sure I had done it correctly. I must thank Alex McFarlane for doing that for me.

The feedback I have been getting is that the single swiss tournament has been well received by players from all grading bands however members will have an opportunity to comment on the format at the associations AGM.
I found it refreshing to see newcomers to our association doing well in the competition; I am sure Napoleon Maluping and Virgil Szekely enjoyed the experience and hopefully will be active members for years to come.

The established stars of course rapidly headed to the top of the list, Mike Closs, Steve Dauber and Norman Stephenson have each won this competition on more than one occasion, Normans record will probably never be equalled certainly not in my lifetime.

Many of those who previously have contested the minor championship entered and thoroughly enjoyed the experience of playing against higher graded players. The winners of both Championships deserve to be so for their fine efforts.

I have enjoyed the experience of running our individual championships and if the members wish me to continue I am willing to do so for season 2010-11.

