         MATCH ORGANISERS REPORT SEASON 2009-10

                              ERNIE LAZENBY
I took on the position immediately following the resignation of Keith Smith. It’s not for me to comment on Keith’s decision which was a direct result of the executive officers having to make a decision concerning the nominated players from one club. In order to comply with the rules the team involved were deducted one league point. The season has largely been free of disputes or matters needing attention but on some occasions where I have been asked to comment on matters it was clear to me that the enquirer could have found an easy answer by direct reference to our rules which are clearly shown on the CCA home page. A minority of team Captains appear not to have looked at the rules until issues arose.
On one occasion I was required to direct a match be played on a date selected by me because the two captains could not agree on a date to play a match that had been cancelled due to bad weather.
Match starting times has been of some concern without there being any formal complaint and in an effort to resolve this concern I have submitted a proposal for consideration at the AGM. Defaults on boards other than bd 5 have been an issue but I am satisfied that the captains concerned have acted correctly and have been let down by their players on the night.
A small number of Captains have failed to keep me informed when matches have been postponed requiring me to ring round to find out why a match has not been played in accordance with the published fixture. The automated match result system has worked well on those occasions when the correct information has been submitted however on more than one occasion incorrect information has been submitted requiring the web master to manually correct it.
I wish to thank all Captains and players for making my job this season reasonably free from strife and although it was difficult for me to take on the roll in the circumstances I outlined I have enjoyed the experience.

I also wish to thank Steve Henderson and Peter Ridsdale for their input when required and there is little doubt that teamwork contributed to the quick resolution of issues that arose resulting in a good season of competitive chess. As in life it’s impossible to keep all the folk happy all the time but we always did what we thought was best to comply with the rules approved by the members.

I did what I thought was the honourable thing to do by taking on the position at short notice but for 2010-11 I hope a suitable person volunteers for the challenging position of match organiser.
